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Meeting Saturday Mornings @ 7:30 A.M.
Optimist Drive, Ashland, MO 65010

"You cannot do all the good the world needs, but the world needs all the good you can do."

Optimist Board

Ernie Wren President

Ken Bishop Past President
Tara Blue Vice President
Barrett Glascock Secretary
Heather Martin Treasurer
Shawn Steelman

Robert Blake

Bernie Bartel

Bruce Glascock

Leigh Kottwitz

Dennis Sapp

COMING UP

Jan 24 Breakfast mtg SBC HS Quiz Bowl
team

Jan 31 Breakfast mtg Travis Naughton
Feb 7 PANCAKE DAY!

Feb 12 Board Meeting

Feb 14 FFA breakfast

TAKE A MINUTE TO REMEMBER
THOSE WHO MADE US STRONG:
Carroll Sapp — 1987
“Buddy” Glascock — 1988
William Burnett — 1992
Remus James — 1994

Ron Marley — 1997

Cecil Vaughn — 2001
Billy Jo Sapp — 2004
Marvin Sappington — 2004
Arcie Sapp — 2005
Kenneth Nichols — 2006
Lahmon Wren — 2007

Joe Smith - 2009

Jimmy Jo Calvin- 2009
Bob Sappington — 2010
Florence Hahn 2011
Clifford Caldwell-2013
Mel Rupard-2013

Ernest Woods—2013
John Johnson—2013
Michael Dalton--2013

Jim Moore--2016

Carl Long--2016

Don Jones-2017

Clay Austin-2017

Sharon Donley-2017

Ben Nieman- 2017

Nick Kimbler- 2018
Barbara Perry- 2018
Jacob Zagorac- 2019

Joy Woods- 2021

Steve Walsh-2021

Kristi Savage Clarke 2022
Wes Donley 2025

Louise Martin 2025
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Breakfast: Jan. 24- Bernie Bartel, Donna Wobbe,
and Rich Ward

Program- Southern Boone High School Quiz
Bowl team

Our regular youth basketball program
continued this morning, with 1st & 2nd

grades playing at the Primary building and 3rd
& 4th grades playing at the Middle School and
will continue until Feb. 21. We have coverage
for the middle school next Saturday, but no one
is signed up for the Primary gym. Please
consider signing up to help by going to the
spreadsheet (linked here). Make sure you select
the school you prefer to help at.

Our annual Pancake Day is scheduled for Feb.

7th, with Bev Steelman graciously heading it up
again this year. We need people to help, with
shifts from 5:30-9:00 and 9:00-12:30. If you are
interested in helping, please contact her

at bevsteel52@aol.com or call 573-489-2387.

We hosted Bingo on Friday, Jan. 16th with 148
players (ten of whom were new), partially because
the Board authorized Ernie Wren, who does our
Facebook page, to boost the information. It was a
$1,199 night, but we were able to deposit $6,200
from the floor and $950 from the kitchen (which sold
out of almost everything).

Charlie Selbach brought Donovan Dane, who rides
with him and Rich Ward to enjoy the incredible
breakfast burritos and fresh fruit sombreros provided
by the three amigos (aka Bern Bonderer, John
Travlos, and Robert Blake.) Barrett Glascock shared
that Jan Palmer is currently recovering from receiving
a pacemaker.

Our speaker this morning was Dave Johnson, current
owner of the Broadway Diner, located at Providence
and Broadway in Columbia. There have been diners in
Columbia since the 1950s, using Valentine buildings,
which were mobile. The first one that Dave spoke
about opened by Hugh Blakemore and his wife in
1948 to provide jobs for their kids. Then, there was
Guy's Diner on the corner of Garth & Business Loop
which Dave's father cooked at and eventually
purchased in 1989. He renamed it the Broadway
Diner when he set it up at its current location. Dave
took over when his brother died in a car wreck and
his father started having health issues. Dave met his
wife through her son, who was an employee.

Dave believes food is an important part of the
community and proved it during the Covid pandemic
when the restaurant had to close to protect
employees and customers. He started providing free
meals through a Community Feeding Program called
KIND (kids in need diner) meals for school children in
March 2020. The restaurant served thousands of
meals to anyone who needed them, which also
allowed his employees a continuing paycheck and
meals for their family.

After moving across the street on a flatbed truck in
2001, Broadway Diner is currently open 6 a.m.-2
p.m. seven days a week and has a staff of six, two
cooks, two servers, and two dishwashers (one of
whom is Dave's great nephew). After attending the
unveiling of the Kindness mural at Burrell's on
Berrywood, Dave is in conversation with artist
Adrienne Luther to install an Inclusivity mural in front
of and behind the counter, as well as on the outside
of the restaurant. Dave is looking forward to it
opening in the Spring.

Barrett shared about his history working in a diner on
3rd St. back in the 50s at Benedicts' Diner and his
mom working at the Silver Griddle before Dave drew
for the Attendance drawing. Leigh Kottwitz was
thrilled to say, "It pays to attend!" when her number
was drawn.

The National Association of Women in Construction
(MO Chapter 341) were setting up for their annual
Block Kids Building Competition as we were leaving,
which was highlighted on KOMU news.

Letitia DenHartog

ashlandoptimist.org
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