
ASHLAND OPTIMIST CLUB
Meeting Saturday Mornings @ 7:30 A.M.
 Optimist Drive, Ashland, MO  65010

April 11 2026
"You cannot do all the good the world needs, but the world needs all the good you can do."

Optimist Board
Ernie Wren  President
Ken Bishop  Past President
Tara Blue Vice President
Barrett Glascock Secretary
Heather Martin Treasurer
Shawn Steelman
Robert Blake
Bernie Bartel
Bruce Glascock
Leigh Kottwitz
Dennis Sapp

COMING UP
Apr 16 Board meeting
Apr 17 Bingo
Apr. 18 Joan Seidel- Walking School Bus
Apr 19 T-ball/Coach Pitch registration 
deadline
Apr 23- SBEDC Leades breakfast

TAKE A MINUTE TO REMEMBER 
THOSE WHO MADE US STRONG:
Carroll Sapp – 1987
“Buddy” Glascock – 1988
William Burnett – 1992
Remus James – 1994
Ron Marley – 1997
Cecil Vaughn – 2001
Billy Jo Sapp – 2004
Marvin Sappington – 2004
Arcie Sapp – 2005
Kenneth Nichols – 2006
Lahmon Wren – 2007
Joe Smith - 2009
Jimmy Jo Calvin- 2009
Bob Sappington – 2010
Florence Hahn 2011
Clifford Caldwell-2013
Mel Rupard-2013
Ernest Woods—2013
John Johnson—2013
Michael Dalton--2013
Jim Moore--2016
Carl Long--2016 
Don Jones-2017
Clay Austin-2017
Sharon Donley-2017
Ben Nieman- 2017
Nick Kimbler- 2018
Barbara Perry- 2018
Jacob Zagorac- 2019
Joy Woods- 2021
Steve Walsh-2021
Kristi Savage Clarke 2022
Wes Donley 2025
Louise Martin 2025
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Breakfast: April 18- Brenda Austin, Bonita 
Lenger, and Bruce Glascock
Program- Joan Siedel- Southern Boone Walking 
School Bus

The Ashland Optimist Board meeting has been 
moved to this coming Thursday, April 16th. 
Please let Barrett Glascock know by Tuesday if 
you have anything you would like to add to the 
agenda. 

We will host Bingo on Friday, April 17th. If you 
normally help this week, but won't be available, 
please let Barrett or me know so we can get 
coverage.

The Southern Boone Economic Development 
Council 2026 Leaders Breakfast will be held at 
our building on April 23rd, and we are providing
the breakfast! We will be setting up breakfast 
casseroles on Wednesday at 3:00. We will also 
need people to help Thursday morning between 
6:00-10:00. Contact Danna Wren at 
danna@missouri.edu if you are interested in 
helping.  

The Masonic Lodge will be hosting a fish fry on April 
25th from 11-2. All donations and funds raised will be
doubled through the Masonic Home to help pay down 
our school lunch debt. 

Barrett Glascock and Shawn Steelman provided 
breakfast this morning, with Lyra Noce, Phil Cyer, and
Jason Hollingsworth bringing membership applications
in. Ernie Wren shared that the Fishing Derby is 
scheduled at the Ashland city pond for June 20th. 
Please save the date, if you can help.

Our speaker this morning was Justin Palozola, Senior 
Technical Resource Manager at the University of 
Missouri-Columbia speaking on the practical uses of 
artificial intelligence. He discussed an app that can 
tell what plants you have and how to care for them. It
can even look at your yard and offer plant ideas for 
our area to use in your landscaping. Justin also spoke
about AI sunglasses that he used when he was 
traveling overseas that could translate signs and 
conversations. Justin also spoke about the ease of 
using AI to help write today's presentation. He also 
stated that you should never post anything created 
by AI that you wouldn't post otherwise for security 
reasons, including any private or sensitive data that 
could be misused. AI documents should be considered
a tool to provide drafts, with everything double-
checked for accuracy. 

Justin also spoke about the future of AI, with 
companies like Agentic AI, which provides an 
autonomous browser system. Agentic AI can handle 
complex workflows by opening tabs, creating 
documents, and drafting emails without any manual 
input, which enhances efficiency. Agentic AI can 
manage marketing, social media, and scheduling, 
which is helpful for small businesses as it reduces 
startup costs. The downside includes hackers 
exploiting AI browser controls to steal data or hijack 
systems. Justin reiterated the need for balance 
between productivity gains and security threats. 
Currently, no widespread attacks have been reported,
but vigilance is necessary as technology evolves. 

Some of the questions that were asked involved 
intellectual property concerns, ownership rights for AI
generated content, and the ability to detect and 
regulate the use of AI-generated materials, plus 
privacy and surveillance issues of AI and smart 
devices. After Justin finished his presentation and 
answered questions, he drew for the Attendance 
drawing. When Bernie Bartel's number was the first 
one drawn, she was excited to say, "It pays to 
attend!"

Letitia DenHartog
ashlandoptimist.org
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