
ASHLAND OPTIMIST CLUB
Meeting Saturday Mornings @ 7:30 A.M.
 Optimist Drive, Ashland, MO  65010

October 18 2025
"You cannot do all the good the world needs, but the world needs all the good you can do."

Optimist Board
Ken Bishop  President
Leigh Kottwitz  Past President
Tara Blue Vice President
Barrett Glascock Secretary
Heather Martin Treasurer
Bruce Glascock
Shawn Steelman
Robert Blake
Bernie Bartel
Dennis Sapp

COMING UP
Oct 25 Breakfast meeting: Madeline Bloss
Oct 31 Halloween Spooktacular
Oct 31 Fulton Optimist fish fry
Nov 1.  No breakfast meeting
Nov 11 Veterans Day free breafast, vets 
and  families.

TAKE A MINUTE TO REMEMBER 
THOSE WHO MADE US STRONG:
Carroll Sapp – 1987
“Buddy” Glascock – 1988
William Burnett – 1992
Remus James – 1994
Ron Marley – 1997
Cecil Vaughn – 2001
Billy Jo Sapp – 2004
Marvin Sappington – 2004
Arcie Sapp – 2005
Kenneth Nichols – 2006
Lahmon Wren – 2007
Joe Smith - 2009
Jimmy Jo Calvin- 2009
Bob Sappington – 2010
Florence Hahn 2011
Clifford Caldwell-2013
Mel Rupard-2013
Ernest Woods—2013
John Johnson—2013
Michael Dalton--2013
Jim Moore--2016
Carl Long--2016 
Don Jones-2017
Clay Austin-2017
Sharon Donley-2017
Ben Nieman- 2017
Nick Kimbler- 2018
Barbara Perry- 2018
Jacob Zagorac- 2019
Joy Woods- 2021
Steve Walsh-2021
Kristi Savage Clarke 2022
Wes Donley 2025
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Breakfast: Oct. 25- Brenda Austin, Bonita 
Lenger, and Bruce Glascock
Program- Madeline Bloss, Optimist Youth 
Basketball
Note: There will not be a breakfast meeting on 
Nov. 1st.

Our club will be hosting the Spooktacular Trunk-
or-Treat at our building again this year on Oct. 
31st from 5:00-7:00. Contact Ernie Wren 
(erniewren@gmail.com) or by text at 573-239-
1105 if you are interested in helping or if you 
know of anyone who wants to set up a trunk-or-
treat for the kids. As usual, there will be a 
photographer from the Journal to take pictures. 
There will be prizes for the scariest, funniest, 
and most topical trunks. Anyone who comes in 
costume will be entered for a Jaylon Watson 
signed Kansas City Chiefs mini-helmet and a 
free month's membership at the YMCA.

There will also be a Fish Fry at the Fulton High 
School, sponsored by the Fulton Breakfast Optimist 
Club, from 11-1 and 4-6, on that Friday, with a cost 
of $15 for all you can eat if you order in advance. If 
you let me know that you are interested, Pat Brauner 
can hold tickets for you at the door at the advance 
rate.  

We will be hosting our annual Veteran's Breakfast on 
Tues. Nov. 11th from 7:00-9:00 a.m. We will need 
people to help cook but will have FFA students 
serving the veterans again this year. Please contact 
Leigh Kottwitz at leighkottwitz@gmail.com to help. 
Cooks need to arrive at 5:45, with servers arriving by
6:45. Leigh is also looking for help with set up and 
decorating on Nov. 10th at 5:30 p.m.

The Optimist Board met on Oct. 16th. Our new 
president, Ernie Wren, is looking at starting a Junior 
Optimist International (JOI) Club for middle and high 
school students in our community. He also talked 
about having a Car Show as an additional fundraiser, 
which will hopefully become an annual event. We are 
still looking for someone to run the older kids (1 & 2 
grade) soccer program, which will be played on the Y 
fields in Jefferson City. Barrett was thrilled to share 
about the success of this year's rodeo, which used 
online ticket sales and was equally successful as last 
year's rodeo. The final action of business was 
approving Dr. James Zielinski as a new member.

Barrett gave a report about last night's Bingo, which 
had 133 players. We were able to deposit $1,900 
above what we started with and had a $900 deposit 
from the kitchen. Ernie also shared about his desire 
to utilize more committees this year, with Brenda 
Austin leading the Fellowship Committee, Tillie Dowd 
leading the Soccer Committee, Madeline Bloss leading
the Basketball Committee, Bern Bonderer leading the 
t-ball/softball committee, Leigh Kottwitz heading the 
Veteran's Day breakfast, Dave Taylor coordinating the
webpage, and  me doing the weekly bulletin. Ernie is 
still looking for people to lead Membership, Finance, 
Respect for Law, Bike Safety, and Pancake Day 
committees. Before our speaker started, Ernie 
thanked Ken Bishop for his service as President the 
past year.

Our speaker this morning was Elizabeth Stephens, 
Executive Director for the Missourian for almost four 
years, Missouri Community Newspaper Management 
Chair, and now Executive Director of the Boone 
County Journal. She has lived in the area for the past 
fourteen years and got her bachelor's and master's 
degrees at the Missouri School of Journalism. She 
utilizes the Missouri Method, of students learning by 
doing. Students work within their interest areas and 
usually change every two to three semesters. There 
are ten faculty directors to guide students as they 
work within the Missouri News Network, which 
includes the Missourian, KOMU, KBIA, Vox magazine, 
and Missouri Business Alert, which is independent 
from the University, but still handles their finances 
and considers them to be a lab. 

The Missourian and the Journal are both working on 
digitizing old editions so that they can be archived on 
Newspapers.com. Elizabeth said that their goals 
include maintaining community focus, expanding 
Community connection, and growing readership. She 
stated that we can help by renewing our subscriptions
and talking to reporters when you are contacted. She 
also shared that there are new deadlines: Thursday 
by noon for ads and Friday by 5:00 for stories, 
photos, and obituaries. 

When Elizabeth was finished, she drew for the 
Attendance drawing. Felicia Diehl, Judy Dooley, and 
Kyle Baker had their chance at riches, but with their 
absence, the pot will continue to grow. 

Letitia DenHartog
ashlandoptimist.org
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