
ASHLAND OPTIMIST CLUB
Meeting Saturday Mornings @ 7:30 A.M.
 Optimist Drive, Ashland, MO  65010

July 26 2025
"You cannot do all the good the world needs, but the world needs all the good you can do."

Optimist Board
Ken Bishop  President
Leigh Kottwitz  Past President
Tara Blue Vice President
Barrett Glascock Secretary
Heather Martin Treasurer
Bruce Glascock
Shawn Steelman
Robert Blake
Bernie Bartel
Dennis Sapp

COMING UP
The Pool Is Open!
Aug 1 Bingo
Aug 2 Breakfast Meeting
Aug 5 Election Day

TAKE A MINUTE TO REMEMBER 
THOSE WHO MADE US STRONG:
Carroll Sapp – 1987
“Buddy” Glascock – 1988
William Burnett – 1992
Remus James – 1994
Ron Marley – 1997
Cecil Vaughn – 2001
Billy Jo Sapp – 2004
Marvin Sappington – 2004
Arcie Sapp – 2005
Kenneth Nichols – 2006
Lahmon Wren – 2007
Joe Smith - 2009
Jimmy Jo Calvin- 2009
Bob Sappington – 2010
Florence Hahn 2011
Clifford Caldwell-2013
Mel Rupard-2013
Ernest Woods—2013
John Johnson—2013
Michael Dalton--2013
Jim Moore--2016
Carl Long--2016 
Don Jones-2017
Clay Austin-2017
Sharon Donley-2017
Ben Nieman- 2017
Nick Kimbler- 2018
Barbara Perry- 2018
Jacob Zagorac- 2019
Joy Woods- 2021
Steve Walsh-2021
Kristi Savage Clarke 2022
Wes Donley 2025
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Breakfast: Aug. 2- Robert Blake, John Travlos, 
and Bern Bonderer
Program- still being decided

Our next Bingo will be on Aug. 1st, with Team One 
helping in the kitchen. Ken and Jeana have already 
made plans for their absence, but please let Barrett 
Glascock or me know if there are any other changes 
in staffing.
 
The Eastern Missouri District Conference Fourth 
Quarter meeting will be held Aug. 15-16 in Columbia. 
If you are interested in attending, please contact 
Barrett. It would be nice to have a great turnout from
our club! Jennifer Bagwell, our incoming Eastern 
District Governor, three past Governors, and Mary 
Dewey, the Zone One Lt. Governor, will be joining us 
for breakfast on Aug. 16th. Ken also reminded us 
about the school supply drive that the Eastern District
is doing for Coyote Hill. Please bring school supplies 
to the meetings over the next two weeks and 
someone will get them turned in. 

Chris Felmlee provided delicious breakfast casseroles,
complemented by fresh fruit, cinnamon poke cake, 
and doughnuts from Leigh Kottwitz and Loren Plank. 
Barrett shared thank you notes that the club had 
received from Jodee Van Deven who won the local 
Optimist Essay and Oratorical contest scholarships, 
which she will use at Mizzou toward a degree in 
Elementary Education and Trenton John, who our club
sponsored at Boy's State this year. 

Our speaker this morning was Seth York, District 
Director for Congressman Robert Onder's Jefferson 
City office. Seth shared some of the services that 
their office can provide for constituents, including 
help with tax issues, veteran's benefits, and passport 
issues. You can contact Seth for help with these 
issues or to express your opinion on topics at 
(573)635-7232. Seth also talked about items that 
Congressman Onder and his office have been working
on since they took office in January, many of which 
were follow through on work that the previous 
congressman, Blaine Luetkemeyer, had started when 
he was in office including increased funding for the 
Thompson Center for Autism and securing funding for
radioisotopes, both programs through the University 
of Missouri. 

One of the current issues that Seth has been focusing
on is funding for the area Boys & Girls Clubs whose 
funding was stalled, but has been corrected. Their 
office is also working on funding for a Callaway 
Emergency Medical Service and getting the Churchill 
Museum in Fulton recognized as a National Historical 
Landmark. 
   
Seth answered questions from Rich Ward about the 
Big Beautiful Bill, which has a 150-page summary, 
and Chris Felmlee regarding complications for school 
district funding, plus took notes to answer questions 
he wasn't sure of the answers on before drawing for 
the Attendance drawing. Missy Bonderer and Jerilyn 
Hsahn had their chance at riches, but Leigh Kottwitz 
was thrilled to hear her number drawn and said, "It 
pays to attend!" After her win, Leigh cut the deck to 
decide the poker pot and the six that came up gave 
Barrett three sixes to walk away with the poker pot. 

Letitia DenHartog
ashlandoptimist.org

http://ashlandoptimist.org/
http://ashlandoptimist.org/southernboonepool.html

