
ASHLAND OPTIMIST CLUB
Meeting Saturday Mornings @ 7:30 A.M.
 Optimist Drive, Ashland, MO  65010

December 27 2025
"You cannot do all the good the world needs, but the world needs all the good you can do."

Optimist Board
Ken Bishop  President
Leigh Kottwitz  Past President
Tara Blue Vice President
Barrett Glascock Secretary
Heather Martin Treasurer
Bruce Glascock
Shawn Steelman
Robert Blake
Bernie Bartel
Dennis Sapp

COMING UP
Dec 31 NY celebration Senior Center
Jan 2 NO BINGO!!
Jan 3 Breakfast meeting - Dr Zelinsky
Jan 3 Ashland Jam Youth b-ball tourney
Jan 8 Board meeting
Jan 10 Breakfast meeting
Jan 10 Youth basketball season resumes

TAKE A MINUTE TO REMEMBER 
THOSE WHO MADE US STRONG:
Carroll Sapp – 1987
“Buddy” Glascock – 1988
William Burnett – 1992
Remus James – 1994
Ron Marley – 1997
Cecil Vaughn – 2001
Billy Jo Sapp – 2004
Marvin Sappington – 2004
Arcie Sapp – 2005
Kenneth Nichols – 2006
Lahmon Wren – 2007
Joe Smith - 2009
Jimmy Jo Calvin- 2009
Bob Sappington – 2010
Florence Hahn 2011
Clifford Caldwell-2013
Mel Rupard-2013
Ernest Woods—2013
John Johnson—2013
Michael Dalton--2013
Jim Moore--2016
Carl Long--2016 
Don Jones-2017
Clay Austin-2017
Sharon Donley-2017
Ben Nieman- 2017
Nick Kimbler- 2018
Barbara Perry- 2018
Jacob Zagorac- 2019
Joy Woods- 2021
Steve Walsh-2021
Kristi Savage Clarke 2022
Wes Donley 2025
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Breakfast: Jan. 3- Carole Iles, Dorise Slinker, 
and Tony Ash 
Program- Dr. James Zelinski- history of 
Chiropractic care

There will not be Bingo on Jan. 2nd.

Our next youth basketball event will be 
the upcoming Ashland Jam Tournament on Jan. 
3rd. We will need lots of help with this since it 
will be held in the middle school and high school
gyms and we will be charging admission. Please
consider signing up to help by going to the 
spreadsheet (linked here) under the Ashland 
Jam tag or contacting Madeline Bloss 
at ashlandoptimistbasketball@gmail.com or 
Leigh Kottwitz at leighkottwitz@gmail.com. 

Our regular youth basketball programs will resume on
Jan. 10th, with 1st & 2nd grade at the Primary 
building and 3rd & 4th grade at the Middle School. 
There are tags for each of these on the spreadsheet 
above. 

There will be a New Year's Celebration at the Senior 
Center on Wed. Dec. 31st from 6:00-10:00 p.m. The 
cost is $15 for individuals or $25 for couples. The 
band will start at 7:00 and there will be a break for 
food at 8:30 p.m.

Barrett Glascock came in this morning to help his 
sister, Brenda Austin, cook a delicious, varied, 
traditional Optimist breakfast since the other 
members of her team weren't available. Barrett also 
shared that the FIG group got changing tables 
installed in both bathrooms and that the furnace is 
now working through-out the building.

John Martin, who is our District 44 Representative, 
came to breakfast and was willing to give us an 
update before the legislators open their new session 
on Jan. 7th. He spoke about the Initiative Petition 
“reform” that they will be working on. At this point, 
changes to the Missouri Constitution are decided by a 
simple majority vote. The reform, essentially ending 
democracy of the people in Missouri, would require 
that all eight congressional districts pass the issue,. 
Otherwise, the item would fail. This reform item is 
planning to be on either the August or November 
ballot. 

According to John Martin, state law involves specifics 
and the legislature is able to make changes to adjust 
those. On the other hand, items voted onto the MO 
Constitution must go back onto the ballot to be 
changed because it is a guiding document. 
    
To contact John Martin, you can call him at 573-751-
1169 and speak to his Assistant, Rebekah Frost, or 
email him at John.Martin@house.mo.gov. His address
is:
MO House of Representatives
201 W. Capitol Ave. 
Jefferson City, MO 65101
and he has office hours Mon-Wed. 8:00-4:00.

 When John had finished speaking, he drew for the 
Attendance drawing. Dan Kennish, Jeana Bishop, and 
Travous Lenz had their chance at riches, but with 
their absence, the pot will continue to grow. 

Letitia DenHartog
ashlandoptimist.org
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